CHAPTER IX

THE Emperor continued to find ample opportunities
for the exercise of his diplomatic gifts: no pie
was complete without his finger. He prided himself
on having learned his statecraft from Bismarck, but he
cannot have been a very attentive pupil Bismarck is
credited with having said that telling the truth is a
valuable device for a diplomatist who wishes to camouflage
his real design, because his opponent often draws the
conclusion that under cover of apparent frankness he is
telling lies: in any case it sets him guessing. The
Emperor misapplied this maxim, and seemed to hope
that by telling lies he might induce people to think that
he was telling the truth, which they seldom did. He
did not attempt to frame any constructive policy for his
own country; his notion of constructiveness was, by
making mischief between other countries, to wreck any
constructive policy of theirs. That Germany should
stand secure and foursquare amid the ruins of Europe
was the ultimate Utopia.

In September 1898 came the news that Kitchener
had annihilated the dervish armies at Omdurman, and
the Sudan once more was in Anglo-Egyptian hands.
Instantly the Emperor telegraphed to his grandmother
his warmest congratulations: ' I was able to announce
the joyous tidings to the regiments assembled at the foot